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SECT.  I. 


A  flight  Sketch  of  each  of  the  Iflands,  viz .  Grenada 
and  its  Dependencies ,  T 'oh ago ,  Dominica ,  and  St ♦ 
Vincent. 

REN  AD  A  is  fituated  too  far  to  the 


fouthward  to  be  in  the  track  of  our  other 
iflands  *,  but  enjoys  from  thence,  the  advantage 
of  being  free  from  hurricanes.  It  may  in  time 
receive  fome  emoluments  of  trade  from  the  Spa- 
niffi  main,  but  little  can  be  hoped  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trinidada  or  Terra  Firma, 
where  the  Spaniards  have  neither  induftry  nor 
wealth.  It  poffefies  two  good  harbours,  although 
they  are  difficult  of  ingrefs  ;  and  in  a  war  with 
the  Spaniards  might  prove  very  inconvenient  to 
many  of  their  ffiips,  which  pafs  this  way  into  the 
Bay  of  Honduras  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  :  our 


B 


pouefilon  or  Florida  contributes  to  make  thfa 
advantage  to  us  the  greater.  The  French  in 

r  Wi“  i'ke"fe  <«  *■«*  of  the  »  Cof  u 
for  order  ro  efcape  our  cruizers  ,o  windward 

Martinique,  it  has  not  been  uncommon  for 

the,  ueflels  from  Europe,  fleer  their  cou* 

for  the  torenades  or  its  dependencies,  and  io  ad- 

northwards  to  their  intended  port.  It  is 

drrcumFUntaTUS’  ^  3nd  unhealthf>  which 
a.  cumftances  however  enable  it  regularly  to  yield 

fxcdleT’  ^  theS1  Pr°dUCeS 

quality.  There  are  likewife  in  the 

mountains  good  provifion  grounds  for  the  Ne¬ 
groes,  which  fave  conliderable  expence  in  their 
maintenance.  It  is  a  difagreeable  country  to  re- 
iue  m,  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  is  furnilhed 
uuh  very  indifferent  habitations,  and  ill-built 
iugar- works.  The  foil  is  clayey,  the  roads  ex- 
treanny  deep  and  bad.  There  are  no  chaifes, 
and  few  carts,  by  reafon  of  the  ruggednefs  and 
unevenefs  of  its  lurface.  This  is  a  great  defect 
m  aii  our  New  Iflands  except  Tobago;  for  the 
canes  to  the  mill,  and  the  lugar,  rum,  and  other 
commodities,,  as  well  as  the  neceffary  ftores  for 
eitates,  muft m^/iecl^tlie  backs  of  mule*- 

a  P^igious  increafe ' 
labour ,  in  fuch  burning  climes,  as  thefe  arti- 

c  es  are  exceedingly  burthenfome.  7'here  is  an¬ 
other  inconvenience  attending  the  face  of  the 

anTf,^'  i  hero°un  tarns  me  aimed  inacceffible, 

'PP  y  a  idle  and  lading  retreat  to  the  run- 

away 
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away  Negroes,  who  never  fail  to  moled  and 
plunder  in  the  night  the  grounds  of  thofe  re¬ 
maining  at  home.  T.  he  French  are  (I  am  afraid) 
•better  maders  than  the  Englifh,  and  as  their 
flaves  are  bred  Catholicks,  and  are  entitled  to 
forty  five  holy  days  in  the  year,  befides  Sundays, 
they  will  be  ill  difpofed  to  more  condant  labour, 
which  will  probably  further  encreafe  the  evil  of 
defertion  and  moroding.  Many  Britifh  fubje&s 
have  already  purchased  fugaredates  in  this  Ifiand 
(of  which  there  are  in  all  82  befides  thole  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  and  cotton)  at  very  high  prices. 
The  French  have  haranged  in  the  dyle  of  fel¬ 
lers  ;  and  the  purchafers,  wfto  have  chiefly  bought 
upon  credit,  feem  well  fatisfied,  and  do  no.t  choofe 
to  undervalue  their  ventures :  I  am  however  of 
opinion,  that  their  bargains  will  turn  out  well, 
and  that  this  ifland  is  very  improvable,  and  a 
confiderable  acquifition  to  the  wealth  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  As  to  the  lands  yet  ungranted,  or 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  I  apprehend  they  are  in- 
confiderable,  and  it  is  reafonable  to  luppofe,  by 
being  left  unoccupied,  they  are  ill  fituatedand  of 
the  word  kind.  The  grants  made  to  french 
fettlers,  are  ufually  a  certain  number  of  paces 
along  the  lea  fide,  running  in  parallel  lines  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  lowed  part  is 
commonly  cultivated  by  the  planters,  the  upper, 
by  the  negroes  for  provifions,  and  the  heights 
are  either  in  wood  or  inacceflible.  The  Gren¬ 
ada  !los  are  modly  rocks  and  barren  ipots,  good  for 

B  2  little. 
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and  Be- 

;r  .™  im,  r  %£r:zzr 

ton.  Thefe  two  iflands  are  efteemM  l  ,  L 

the  lick  frequently  repair  thither  to  recov  ^ 

tegale  themfelves  with  hlhand  turtle  •  much  ./"d 
niay  jt  do  them.  9  S°°d 

i 

I 

ueSy'unde’rlhe'  f “  feualion'  is  pretty 
nada  (  bul  on  aSSS  T"”*"”*  Gre‘ 
Trinidada  will  fuffer  lb  ^  V"Cln'Cy  t0 

the  Oaves  may  frequently  deferTSe”'™?  ‘  “ 
"he  Grentdt)  aL'3'  “  “ 

tracing  the  ‘  cl^oT  'rr.ecovmb^  after  cm. 
year’s  fcrvitt.de ,  belidea,'  * 

few  poor  „a  teTd  8 *“<“•  As  »  the 

ihoufd  be  treated  vS  T”  inhabiti"g  it.  they 

Sits  fevSit.  Prded  f°r ■ .  ™s  ^  °POI'- 
iiateofp  ef'eO  hays,  but  is  at  prefent  in  the 
Kate  of  Robtnfon  Cruloe’s,  entirely  wild,  unfc  ! 

•  «  .  and  wood.  I  am  however  of  opinion 

us  hi  ,“°me  themoft  valuable  of  any  ceded  to’ 

cellent  1  “  «**«•  foil  is  faid  be  ex! 

and  the  ^"“rjurfg.  from  its  appearance, 

trees  ir -tr  i  '’',aUety’  anc^  luxuriancy  of  the 

LTou!  to  in/  5  is  nrfun! 

urc  rains>  withoup  being  fo  deep 

and 
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and  broken  as  to  obftrudt  the  ufe  of  carriages, 
and  an  eafy  communication.  It  will  however  re¬ 
quire  much  time,  labour  and  expence  of  men 
and  money,  before  it  can  be  trained  up  to  ma¬ 
turity.  The  progrefs  of  population  and  culture 
in  a  defart  ifland,  is  as  difficult  and  difcouraging 
in  praftice,  as  it  is  curious  in  fpeculation.  Seat¬ 
ed  in  our  elbow  chairs  as  we  are,  in  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  eafe  and  luxury,  we  feldom  reflect,  by 
what  variety  of  long  and  painful  courtfhip  they 
have  been  won  to  our  embraces. 

Dominica,  like  a  rough  and  rugged  cham¬ 
pion  in  battle  oppofed  to  fturdy  competitors, 
both  menaces,  and  is  threatened ;  but  it  is  af- 
failed  by  unequal  and  fuperior  force.  Martinique, 
within  arms  length,  impends  on  it  to  wind¬ 
ward,  the  Saints  and  Guadaloupe  to  the  weft,  and 
•  Mary-Gallante  braves  it  on  the  north.  Thus 
environed,  its  fituation  yet  renders  it  as  obnox¬ 
ious  and  formidable  to  Guadalupe,  as  that  of  St. 
Lucia  in  our  hands  would  have  been  to  Marti¬ 
nique.  It  is  upon  this  confideration  only,  that 
France  has  been  fo  averfe  to  refign  to  us  the 
latter;  which  we  could  only  covet,  from  the 
view  of  prejudicing  her.  But  this  is  foreign  to 
my  purpole.  I  return  to  Dominique.  In  the 
track  of  vefiels  from  our  Leeward  Iflands,  to  our 
new- acquired  ones,  it  is  well  feated  for  com¬ 
merce;  and, contiguous,  as  it  were,  to  the  French, 
is  ever  open  to  the  proftitution  of  a  clandeftine 
i  trade. 
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trade.  It  has  a  moft  noble  bay  (Prince  Rupert’s) 
which,  befides  its  fecurity,  its  magnitude,  the 
depth  of  the  water,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  an¬ 
chorage,  has  the  advantage  of  three  frelh  rivulets 
running  into  it.  It  has  moreover  two  arms 
(one  a  peninfula)  ftretched  forth  as  it  were  for 
its  .defence,  which  might  be  rendered  almoft 
impregnable.  The  belt  part  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  eafieft  afcent,  is  adjacent  to  the  con¬ 
cavity  of  the  bay,  yet  it  is  the  leaft  cleared  and 
cultivated,  becaufe  of  the  frequent  vifits  of  his 
majefty’s  lhips  which  wood  and  water  here. 
From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  this 
will  become  the  moft  important  part  of  the  ifland, 
and  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  a  confiderable 
commercial  town.  It  will  however  continue  par- 
ticularly  unhealthy  (as  indeed  the  whole  country 
is  to  a  great  degree)  being  to  leeward,  and  the 
air  infecfted,  in  its  paifage  over  the  woody 
mountains.  All  round  the  coafts  the  inhabitants 
have  here  and  there  cleared  and  fettled,  little 
patches  of  ground,  where  it  feemed  beft  ' fuited 
to  their  purpoie,  and  leaft  rugged  ;  particularly 
at  Grande  Bay,  (where  the  Jefuits  have  a  large 
eftate)  at  Lubiere,  Rofeaux,  and  elfewhere,  ma¬ 
ny  detached  fpots  being  very  rich  and  fertile. 
From  the  lea,  the  Ifland  affords  one  of  the  moft 
romantic  fcenes  I  ever  beheld.  One  would  be 
tempted  to  believe  that  nature  had  given  birth 
kQ  it,  when  labouring  in  convulfions,  or  that  by 
.subterranean  nres,  it  had  been  heaved  from  the 

bed  • 
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bed  of  ocean.  The  angels  and  devils  in  Milton, 
when  engaged  in  horrid  ftrife,  tore  up  fuch  rocks, 
and  craggy  mountains,  and  Dominique  Hands 
erefted  an  accumulated  monument  of  this  dire¬ 
full  conteft*  But,  todefcend  to  an  humbler  theme* 

■4  * 

Its  inhabitants  are  in  number,  about  fourteen 
hundred,  including  the  poor  native  Carribees, 
who  are  a  quiet  well  difpofed  people,  and  Ihould 
be  taken  kind  care  of.  I  need  not  fay  how  the 
French  came  here,  or  fpeak  of  the  treaties  of 
Utrecht,  or  Aix  la  Chapelle,  or  of  the  ifland  hav¬ 
ing  furrendered  without  terms,,  after  a  flight  de¬ 
fence.  By  an  article  in  the  late  peace,  refped- 
ing  it,  its  deftination  is  tacitly  left  to  the  difcreti- 
on  of  his  Majefty,  and,  I  prefume,  will  be  foon  af- 
certained,  by  his  counfels.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  fuggeft,  what  is  proper  to  be  done  on  a  fob- 
ied  fo  important  to  the  publick;  and  fo  inter- 
efting  and  affeding  to  its  poor  inhabitants. 

St.  Vincent  is  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  St. 
Lucia,  and  within  fight  of  Barbadoes,  from 
whence  it  will  probably  derive  many  inhabitants. 
It  pofiefies  a  large  and  molt  excellent  bay  to 
leeward,  called  Wafhegunny.  The  country  is 
very  monntainous.  The  eaftern  part,  which  is 
chiefly  in  wood,  is  inhabited  by  about  2000 
natives,  who  owe  their  origin  (truly  poetical)  to 
a  flfip  freighted  with  Negroes,  from  Africa  to 
Barbadoes,  and  wrecked  on  thefe  coafts.  Their 
forefathers,  ’midft  the  general  diftrefs,  efcaped  to 

fhore. 
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Acre,  and  found,  in  a  defart  ifland,  a  releaF 
from  their  bondage.  Thus  from 
evils,  do  fometimes  flow  the  g'JbS 
ings.  Recovered  from  their  fears,  and  refrefhe^i 
with  luch  fuftenance  as  couid  be  found,  it  is 
natural  to  iuppofe,  they  foon  folaced  them- 
elves  wit  A.  their  female  friends,  of  the  party- 
and,  as  a  date  of  nature  is  no  enemy  to  propa- 

r:;°fn-h^  °^courfe  Save  birth  to  a  free  people. 
It  faid  they  found  in  the  woods  a  few  native 
Carnbbees,  which  they  have  gradually  extirpat! 

’  r  reduced  to  their  obedience.  Thus  de 
cended,  and  by  Providence  thus  chartered’ 
Aefe  Sons  of  freedom  are  armed  for  their  de 

liberCtiesan T!grOWn  T™?'  ^  jeal°US  of  their 
ernes.  The  woods  and  mountains  they  inha¬ 
bit,  are  in  a  manner  impenetrable  and  inacceffi- 

C’  mn  ^e,Coafts  to  windward  fteep  and  rocky, 
am  availed  by  daflnng  waves.  The  other  parts 
o  the  country  are  polfelfed  by  white  inhabitants 
chiefly  or  French  extraction,  who  hold  their  lands 
originally,  by  virtue  of  grants,  or  fales  from  thefe 
natives.  1  he  truth  is,  they  are  on  good  terms 
with  each  other ;  the  French  king  having  always 
been  efteemed  their  friend  and  prote&or,  and  ha¬ 
ving  never  openly  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the 
i  and,  although  the  government  of  Martinique 
has  been  artfully  eftablifliing  a  police  among 
t  leir  own  people  in  it,  and  endeavouring  to  win 
over  the  affedtions  of  the  favages.  The  French 
part  of  the  country  is  well  fettled  and  tolerably 

healthy 
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healthy ;  producing  coffee,  cocoa,  and  tobacco. 
The  foil  is  efteemed  excellent;  and,  I  am  told,  it  is 
in  many  refpe&s  a  better  ifland,  and  more  fully 
peopled  than  the  Grenades.  I  prefume  the  white 
inhabitants  and  their  cleared  lands  here  will  have 
the  fame  deftination  as  thofe  at  Dominique,  and 
that  the  natives  will  be  permitted  to  continue  un- 
molefted  in  their  own  grounds  and  woods.  They 
arefaid  to  be  a  quiet  people,  and,  I  imagine,  with 
gentle  treatment  and  immediate  good  policy,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  majefty’s  afiurances  to  them  of 
favor,  freedom,  and  proteftion,  they  maybe 
gained  over  to  our  caufe,  and  even  rendered  ufe- 
ful.  It  will  however  be  effentially  neceffary  to 
preferve  a  refpe&able  force  here  for  the  fecurity  of 
new  fettlers,  without  which  we  can  never  hope  to 
fee  this  colony  flourifhing.  The  neighbouring 
French  will  not  fail  to  inftill  jealoufies,  and,  with 
favage  minds,  nothing  is  fo  effectual  as  that  le¬ 
nity  which  is  accompanied  with  power. 
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SECT.  II. 

.brom  whence ,  ok/  by  whom, ,  tkefe  Ijhnds  will 

principally  be  fettled. 

Y  perfons  already  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or 
others  who  are  connefted  with  it.  Bar- 
badoes  being  well  peopled,  and  the  lands  much 

™ePZ  rd>  f“r"ilh  ftVera,>  Specially  of 

habLT"  °UI  L'c"'llrd  illands  (thinly  in- 

w  S  L  ‘fV') Wi"  f°™>  and  others 

be  induced  to  quit  Santa  Cruz,  &c.  in  order 

rs  th'  b,e05”8l-  °f  *  Britifc  S0''"™™- 

the  continent  of  America,  it  will  affift  with 
^ery  fevv.  Money  is  fcarce  in  that  part  of  the 
woiid,  the  diftance  is  remote,  and  lands  are  to  be 
had  there  at  a  very  eafy  rate.  The  country  is  much 
wholfomer,  the  comforts  and  profits  greater 
the  expences  lefs ;  and  the  principal  required  to 
proceed  in  the  cultivation  of  tfani  grounds,  incon- 
fiderable.  Befides,  the  heats  are  not  fo  exceffive 
ut  that  the  poor  may  work  for  themfelves’ 
w.thotit  the  affiftance  of  flaves,  and  reap  a  com- 

ortabre  iupport  from  moderate  labour  [Vide  Al. 
[fk^eJ  43.)  J’ 

From  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  there  will  be 

cw  adventurers  of  fortune,  excepting  thofe  who 
are  connected  with  Weft  India  affairs,  and  have 
proper  perfons  on  the  fpot  to  tranfacft  their  bu- 
-ncfs  he  better  fort  of  people  here,  live  at 
leir  ea  e,  anc  love  fecurity.  They  look  upon 

eflatea 
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eftates  in  America,  as  if  in  the  Moon ;  and  do  not 
chufe  to  truft  their  property  io  far  out  of  their 
fight.  A  long  fea  voyage,  the  apprehenfjons  of 
ficknefs  and  death,  the  precarioufnefs  of  Well  In¬ 
dia  eftates,  and  a  total  diftruft  of  perfons  they  do 
not  know,  and  affairs  they  do  not  undei  (land, 
will  blunt  even  the  fpurs  of  avarice,  and  the  ide¬ 
al  expectations  of  gain.  As  to  the  middling 
kind  of  people,  thofe  that  are  good  for  any  thing 
are  already  employed  in  fome  vocation,  trade,  or 
mechanic  art ;  and,  contented  with  their  fituation, 
will  not  embark  in  remote,  difficult,  and  uncer¬ 
tain  enterprizes.  And  as  to  the  poorer  fort,  I 
have  obferved  in  the  part  of  England  I  am  ufed 
to  inhabit,  a  total  difregard,  and  diead  of  fuch 
adventures,  Befides,  if  they  were  differently 
difpofed,  they  have  neither  experience,  nor  mo¬ 
ney,  to  embark  in  the  undertaking,  Scotland 
and  Ireland  will  indeed  fend  out  feveral:  the  low¬ 
er  clafs  are  poor  there  •,  and,  accuftomea  to  diffi¬ 
culties,  are  contented  to  try  their  fortunes  in  fo¬ 
reign  climes  :  but  of  thefe,  fuch  as  are  willing 
to  go  thither,  will  chiefly  be  menial  and  indentur¬ 
ed  fervants,  employed  by  others.  Their  poverty, 
will  prevent  their  being  fettlers  on  their  own  ac¬ 
count;  for  their  firft  outfet  and  voyage  would 
coft  fomething ;  and  when  arrived,  the  expence 
and  toil  of  clearing  away  woods,  and  erecting  ha¬ 
bitations,  together  with  a  long  train  of  difficul¬ 
ties  that  might  be  enumerated  (not  to  mention 
acute  fevers  that  will  kill  many,  and  long  inter- 

C  ^  mittents 
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mittents  that  will  difcourage  others)  will  render 
.he  u,k  notfo  eafy  or  inviting,  as  \eret 
norantly  fuppofe  or  expeft.  I  have  been  the 
more  full  upon  this  head,  becaufe  I  have  per¬ 
ceived  it  is  not  rightly  underftood.  Thefe  iilands 
are  not  the  promifed  land,  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey.  As  in  the  garden  of  the  Hefperides,  the 
fruits  cannot  be  gathered  without  Herculean  la- 
our,  and  encountering  dangers.  Of  thofe  who 
adventure,  many  muft  fall  untimely.  Of  thofe 
who  iurvive,  many  will  fail  before  enjoyment  • 

and  ,o  the  happy  few,  thlt  providJJ, 

cee  ,  may  peace  and  plenty  without  envy  be 
tneir  lot,  and  crown  them  with  felicity. 


SECT. 


/ 


SECT.  III. 


I'he  Effects  that  the  Settlement  of  our  New  Colonies 
will  produce  on  our  Old  Ones. 


HE  value  of  our  lands  in  thefe  laft  will  be  • 


JL  diminifhed,  and  afterwards,  of  our  produce. 
Many  inhabitants  of  the  middling  and  poorer  fort 
will  withdraw  themfelves,  and  be  induced  to  re-* 
move  where  lands  may  be  had  cheaper,  which 
are  new,  and  watered  with  more  frequent  fhow- 
ers.  This  will  much  weaken  our  Leeward  Iflands, 
already  weak  indeed  ;  and  render  the  wages  of 
our  managers,  overfeers  and  fervants  much  high¬ 
er  ;  it  will  likewife  lelTen  the  number  of  our  Haves, 
and  encreafe  their  value.  Such  lands  as  are  not 
of  very  good  quality,  or  well  fnuated,  will  not  be 
worth  cultivation  ;  they  will  be  difplanted,  and 
converted  into  provifion  and  pafture  grounds. 
The  more  wealthy  planters,  who  have  a  large 
landed  intereft,  will  be  no  friends  to  the  new  co¬ 
lonies.  However,  as  they  will  be  fenfible  they 
have  a  declining  property  in  the  old  Hands,  they 
will  not  fail  gradually  to  ellablifh  a  growing  in¬ 
tereft  in  the  new.  Notwithftanding  this,  they 
will'  not  choofe  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  latter. 
They  will  endeavour  to  employ  proper  perfons  to 
tranfaft  their  bufinefs  and  die  in  their  Head;  they 
themfelves  will  only  yifit  them  occafionally.  The 
flcklinels  and  mortality  of  the  country,  the  wants 

of  comfort,  and  a  tolerable  focietv.  will  deter 
them  from  becoming  inhabitants.  7 


S  E  C  T. 
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S  E  C  T.  IV. 

The  Difocuragements  and  Difficulties  to  he  encountered 
by  Adventurers  informing  new  Settlements . 

A  Due  confideration  of  what  has  been  alrea¬ 
dy  obferved  under  the  foregoing  heads, 
will  in  a  great  mealure  fupply  us  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this.  But  becaufe  it  feems  apprehended 
here,  that  great  eftates  may  be  raifed,  with  little 
pains  and  expence,  by  thofe  who  will  only  take 
the  trouble  of  going  in  queft  of  them,  and  be¬ 
caufe  this  miftake  may  in  its  confequences  injure 
many,  and  much  retard  the  progrefs  and  fettle- 
ment  of  our  new  iflands;  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  guard  againft  it.  The  firft  reflections  that 
will  occur  to  fenfible  men  difpofed  to  embark  in 
a  new  fettlement,  with  the  hopes  of  improving 
their  fortunes,  will  be  the  dangers  and  difficul¬ 
ties  they  muft  undergo  and  furmount,  before 
they  can  reafonably  hope  to  receive  any  recom- 
pence  for  their  labour;  and  here  the  extreme 
ficklinefs  and  mortality  of  the  country  will  not 
fail  to  operate  moft  ftrongly  on  their  minds* 
Our  former  colonies,  by  being  lefs  mountainous 
and  well  cleared  of  wood,  enjoy  a  dry  and  free 
air,  and  are  become  tolerably  healthy  *,  our  new 
ones,  from  the  influence  of  oppofite  caufes,  muft 
continue,  at  leaft  for  many  years,  the  melancholy 
manfions  of  difeafe  and  death.  It  is  remarkable 
that,  in  the  difpenfations  of  Providence,  there 
is  fcarce  any  good,  that  is  not  attended  with  a 

correr 
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correfpondent  ill ;  nor  any  evil,  that  is  not  ba¬ 
lanced  wiLh  feme  compenfation  of  advantage.  If 
our  former  colonies  are  from  natural  caufes  dry 
and  lefs  profitable,  we  are  at  leaft  repaid  with  the 
enjoyments  of  pleafure  and  health  •,  if  our  new 
ones  abound  with  rain  and  fertility,  the  wants  of 
comfort,  and  the  daily  hazard  of  our  lives,  mult 
be  thrown  into  the  fcale,  againft  the  expedations 
of  wealth.  •  Heat  and  moifture  are  the  parents  of 
putrifadion  *,  and  in  fuch  fultry  and  humid  climes, 
where  the  body  is  relaxed,  and  the  texture  of  the 
blood  broken,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  every  day  fup- 
plies  us  with  the  melancholy  refledion  of  the 
death  of  a  parent,  child,  or  friend.  Even  the 
lofs  of  our  negroes,  were  we  wholly  divefted  of 
humanity,  muft  be  very  affeding,  at  leaft  to  the 
pockets  of  their  mafter.  Such  as  will  be  fuited 
to  the  labour  they  muft  undergo,  muft  be  feafon- 
ed  and  inured  to  toil.  They  therefore  cannot 
fail  of  being  valuable  (at  leaft  worth  50 1.  fter- 
ling  each)  and  will,  in  fad,  compofe  the  chief 
wealth  of  the  poor  planters,  who  tranfport  them 
to  the  new  colony.  Their  hearts  and  fpirits  will 
be  broken,  by  being  drawn  from  their  former  ha¬ 
bitations,  friends,  and  families  ;  for  fuch  as  they 
have,  and  they  are  equally  pofleffed  of  thofe  feel¬ 
ings  of  nature  with  ourfelves.  Thefe  misfortunes, 
with  an  increafe  of  arduous  labour,  and  frequent 
ficknefs,  if  they  are  human,  muft  affed  them, 
and  add  to  the  common  ftock  of  diftrefs  and  evil. 
Thus  the  middling  and  poorer  fort  of  white  peo- 
4  pie 


t 


pie  may  perchance  fee  ravilhed  from  them,  in  one 
month,  thofe  (laves  they  have  purchafed  with 
the  toil  and  frugality  of  years  *,  and  then,  cha¬ 
grined,  broken  and  difpirited  by  Ioffes  and  dif- 
appointments,  be  compelled  to  fell  their  lands, 
perhaps  for  lefs  money,  than  would  indemnify 
them  for  their  Ioffes,  and  fo  return  from  whence 
they  came,  to  mourn  their  misfortunes  and  die  a 
natural  death.  Let  thofe  who  doubt  the  truth 
and  force  of  thefe  confiderations,  only  take  the 
trouble,  to  examine  into  the  fate  of  colonel 
Vaughan’s  regiment  at  Dominique,  and  of  fuch 
other  of  our  forces,  as  have  had  the  miferable 
dedination  of  fuch  fatal  abodes.  It  is  high  time, 
I  fhould  drop  the  curtain,  on  thefe  melancholy  re- 
prefentations,  and  proceed  to  others,  not  fo  af¬ 
fecting,  though  equally  worthy  our '  attention. 
And  now  let  us  fuppofe,  that  there  will  be  many 
perfons  not  fo  much  influenced  by  this  train  of 
thinking,  but  that  they  will  be  (till  difpofed,  to 
undertake  this  perilous  enterprize.  From  whence 
are  many  of  them  to  derive  the  neceffary  credit, 
and  fupplies  of  money,  to  profecute  their  under¬ 
takings  ?  Will  the  merchants  at  home  advance  it, 
to  adventurers,  who  have  little  fecurity  to  give 
but  their  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  a  mortgage  on 
their  (laves,  at  bed  a  precarious  property  j  or,  if 
thefe  were  fufficient  pledges,  how  long  muff  it 
be,  before  woods  can  be  cleared,  buildings  erect¬ 
ed,  and  produce  remitted  home  for  payment? 
Will  not  the  merchants  confider,  how  little  is  to 

be* 
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be  got  from  fuch  adventurers  *,  and  how  much 
time  muft  elapfe,  before  they  can  become  bene¬ 
ficial  correfpondents,  and  return  the  obligations 
received  ?  Have  we  reflected,  upon  all  the  feve- 
ral  fteps  to  be  taken,  the  time  required,  and  de¬ 
tail  of  expences  neceffary,  to  compleat  a  fugar 


plantation  out  of-  wood,  or  even  on  a  particular 


fpot  in  part  cleared  ?  I  have  maturely  weighed 
it,  and  am  convinced  it  will  require  more  than 
20000  1.  fterling,  and  at  lead;  five  years  to  clear 
and  fettle  an  eftate  of  500  acres,  before  one  grain 
of  fugar  can  be  made  from  it  [Vide  B.  Page  44J. 
Befides,  the  firft  produce  (by  reafon  of  the  new- 
nefs  of  the  land,  and  luxuriancy  of  the  cane,  full 
of  watry  and  ill-concofted  juices)  will  be  fo  bad, 
as  to  be  fit  for  little,  but  to  be  converted  into  rum : 
And  what  will  that  rum  be  worth,  if  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  America  Ihould  be  fupplied  with  that 
commodity  or  moloffes  from  the  French  and  other 
nations  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  it  is  pofiible  for  us 
to  afford  ?  Will  not  the  price  of  flaves,  and  of 
.courfe  the  expences  attending  Weft  India  eftates, 
greatly  increafe  ?  On  the  other  hand,  will  not 
fugar  probably  decline  further  in  value ;  and  will 
not  the  more  wealthy  planters  confider  this,  and 
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of  lefs  moment  have  likewife  their  due  weight ; 
luch  as  the  poffibility  and  danger  of  war,  before 
thele  infant  iflands  can  grow  into  ftrength  j  or 
have  reimburfed  the  fettlers  for  their  paft  ex¬ 
pellees  ?  The  face  of  the  country  likewife,  fo 
nigged  as  to  prevent  the  ufe  of  carts  and  wag- 
gons,  and  the  mountains,  fo  difficult  of  accefs  as 
to  afford  a  lafting  Ihelter  for  thieves  and  runa¬ 
ways,  will  they  not  help  to  clofe  this  interefting 
account  of  the  discouragements  and  difficulties 
that  will  attend  the  fettlement  of  our  new  colo¬ 
nies  ?  And  yet  fo  ffiarp  are  the  fpurs  of  avarice* 
fo  bewitching  the  profpeft  of  gain,  and  fo  intre¬ 
pid  and  eterprizing  are  the  difpofitions  of  feme 
men,  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  many  will  be 
found  that  will  embark  in  this  undertaking ;  and 
who,  proceeding  with  necefiary  judgment  and 
caution,  will  be  handfomely  requited  for  their 
hazard  and  expcnce,  and  gradually  contribute  to 
render  our  late  acquifuions  wealthy,  important, 
and'beneficial  to  the  mother  country.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  I  feem  to  have  thrown  too  much  black  in¬ 
to  the  colouring  of  the  difeouragements  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  will  attend  their  fir  ft  fettlement,  it  is 
becaufe  I  think  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  is  ufually 
leaft  attended  to,  by  perfons  unexperienced  in 
thefe  matters;  and  I  fhould  be  forry  that,  from 

the  want  of  due  and  candid  information,  ftill  fur- 

/ 

ther  and  unneceffary  difeouragements  fhould  be 
added.  I  fhail,  under  the  following  head,  ex¬ 
plain  what  inducements  adventurers  will  have, 

and 
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and  what  advantages  they  will  enjoy.  Let  me 
not  therefore  appear  inconfiftfent.  Truth  has 
been  my  guide  ;  and,  as  in  a  picture  taken  hom 
nature,  my  compofition  is  checquered  with  lights 
and  fhades.  If  it  fhould  be  alked  to  what  end 
this  pidture  has  been  drawn-,  my  anlwer  is,  with 
a  good  intention ;  to  prefent  juft  and  lively  ideas 
to  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  originals; 
and  thereby  to  enable  them,  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
poor  abilities,  to  direfl  with  wifdom,  and  to  exe¬ 
cute  with  confidence. 


SEC  T.  V.  - 

^ke  Advantages  that  may  he  enjoyed ,  and  the  Confi - 
Orations  that  will  influence  thofle  who  may  be 
aypofed  to  embark  in  this  undertakings 

UR  new  acquifitions  (which  may  not  im- 
,  Pr0Perly  called  the  Southern  Charibbee 
1  an  s)  will  undoubtedly  poflels  many  advantages 
ov^er  our  former  colonies’.  The  lands  in  them 
may  be  purchafed  at  a  more  moderate  price,  the 
timber  thereon  will  be  valuable,  the  foil  will  be 
new&nch,_^nd  fertile;  and,  when  cleared  of 
^o°  5  i-  ciy  be  cultivated  with  lefs  expence  and 
ewer  negroes.  The  profits  will  be  greater,  and, 
by  reafon  of  the  apparent  certainty  of  feafonable 
Jams,  the  crops  will  be  more  abundant,  regular, 
anu  adequate  to  the  expeftations  of  the  planters. 
Whereas  our  old  iflands,  by  being  lefs  mountain^ 
ous,  and  almoft  entirely  cleared  of  wood,  are 
become  extremely  dry  and  unfeafonable,  info- 
mucn  that  they  hardly  yield  a  crop  proportiona¬ 
ble  to  the  labour  and  expence  employed  up¬ 
on  them  once  in  Even  years :  Befides,  the 
lands,  are  a  good  deal  impoverilhed,  partly  by 
the  violence  oi  the  rains  that  fometimes  fall  in 
tndc  climates,  anddefcend  in  momentary  torrents, 
wafhing  away  the  foil ;  and  partly  from  the  nature 
of  the  fugar-cane,  which,  from  one  rich  acre, 
-hath  been  known  to  vegetate  to  eighty  cart  load, 
is  cut  annually,  and  has  been  long  and  repeatedly 
planted  on  the  fame  ground.  This,  now  a  good 

deal 
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deal  worn  out  and  exhaufted,  ratoons  ill,  and  h 
cultivated  and  manured  at  an  expcnce  extreme¬ 
ly  heavy.  Impoverifhed  fugar-lands,  like  hop* 
grounds,  have  annually  bellowed  on  them  ex¬ 
traordinary  induftry  and  coft.  I  have  known 
the  amount  of  labour  employed  in  one  year  up¬ 
on  an  acre  of  ground,  to  have  been  as  much  as 
that  acre  would  have  fold  for ;  but  I  fpeak  of 
indifferent  or  bad  land.  Hence  the  expences  of 
eftates  in  our  old  colonies  are  become  gteat,  be¬ 
yond  the  belief  of  any  one  not  well  acquainted 
with  matters  of  this  nature  [Vide  C.  8^ .,] 


And  it  is  as  demonftrable  as  any  propofition 
in  Euclid,  that,  in  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  Nevis, 
and  Monlerat,  (I  except  that  excellent  fpot  St. 
Kitts)  the  planters  do  not  clear  by  their  eftates 
6  per  cent,  for  their  principal  (the  legal  intereft 
of  money  wheredoweft  among  them) ;  nay,  from 
a  juft  confideration  of  the  detail  of  a  particular 
eftate,  or  of  a  whole  ifland  taken  in  the  general, 
aS  Antigua  for  example,  it  may  be  proved,  that 
the  planters  fcarce  clear  q  per  cent,  by  the  pro- 
duce  of  their  lands  [Vide  'may  at  firft 

fight  be  urged,  that  this  is  a  very  fufficient  in¬ 
come  from  eftates  in  land,  and  that  in  England 
feldom  more  is  received  neat  than  2  ~  or  3  per 
cent;  but  when  one  reflects,  why  perfons  in 
England  do  many  of  them  prefer  lefs  profits 
from  land,  to  more  from  money  lent,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  fame  arguments  and  inducements 

will 
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will  not  hold  good  in  thefe  remote^  pfeca n&us, 
unpleafurable,  and  uninfluencing  ApofTeffions* 
This,  were  it  neceflary,  might  be  illuftrated  at 
large  *,  for  what  peer  or  gentleman  of  fafhion 
can  be  found,  who  would  exchange  his  eftate 
here  for  a  Weft-India  one,  of  double  the  income? 
I  know,  I  have  delivered  very  different  opinions 
of  the  nature  and  value  of  the  pofleffions  in  our 
old  colonies,  from  what  are  generally  entertained 
in  thefe  kingdoms  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Weft  Indies,  who 
have  large  eftates  there,  and  refide  in  England* 
have  never  acquired  thofe  eftates  by  their  own 
induftry.  I  believe,  this  will  be  readily  granted 
me,  by  thofe  who  know  them.  Their  eftates  have 
been  raifed  by  the  hafdfliip^  fweat,  and  toil  of 
their  forefathers,  among  few  capable  competi¬ 
tors,  in  the  infancy  of  colonies  *,  when,  although 
their  produce  fold  at  a  very  low  rate,  it  was  more 
than  compenfated  by  the  fertility  of  foil,  the 
frequency  of  rains,  the  certainty  of  their  harvefts, 
the  very  moderate  expences  attending  their 
plantations,  the  cheapnefs  of  living,  and  the  fmall 
taxes  impofed  upon  them.  Thefe  things  are  much 
changed.  Let  thofe  who  doubt  this  truth,  take 
a  voyage  to  Barbadoes,  or  our  Leeward  Iflands  j 
and,  after  contemplating  the  uncertainty,  fatigue, 
care,  and  expence  of  a  planter’s  life,  enquire  how 
many  of  them  are  richer  now,  than  they  were 
ten  years  ago,  or  are  not  to  be  found  indebted 
in  the  books  of  their  fugar-fadors  in  London. 

And, 
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And,  notwithftanding  this,  we  have  been  engag¬ 
ed  in  a  war  of  feven  years ;  and  have  in  the  mean 
time  received  very  high  prices  for  oui  fugars, 
even  from  30  to  55  Per  hundred  weight.  How 
will  it  be  now,  when  many  hundred  hogfheads 
of  indifferent  fugar  have  aftually  fold  this  year 
at  25  s.  per  hundred  ;  and  there  are  now  at  mar¬ 
ket  as  many  more  to  be  fold  forlefs**-  I  have 
faid  indifferent  fugars,  becaufe  it  it  well  known, 
that  more  trouble  and  expence  attend  the  mak¬ 
ing  them  (their  qualities  depending  on  leafon- 
able  weather,  and  the  nature  of  foil)  than  of  a 
better  fort.  And  yet,  after  being  made  and 
Ibipped,  they  pay  freight,  expences  and  duties, 
to  the  amount  of  11s.  per  hundred,  exclufive  of 
infurance  [vide  E],  afui^iat  according  to  their 
quantity,  not  according  to  their  intrinfic  value  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  whether  they  fell  for  2gs.  or  45 ; 
a  difference  that  actually  fubfifts  between  the 
qualities  of  fugar  fent  home.  Let  us  dedudt  1 1  s. 
per  hundred  from  one  and  the  other,  and  we  fhall 
Hand  furprized  at  the  difference  of  the  neat  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  a  hundred  of  fugar,  and  be  aftonifiied 
that  no  jufter  mode  of  taxation  has  been  adopted 
by  government.  It  behoves  us,  as  friends  to  our 
country,  to  be  attentive  to  the  inferences  that  na¬ 
turally  arife  from  the  feveral  obfervations  con¬ 
tained  under  this  head  ;  otherwife  we  fhall  find 
our  miftake  when  it  is  too  late  to  retrieve  it,  and 
the  French  have  deprived  us  of  the  molt  valuable 
commerce  of  Great  Britain.  But  this  is  a  digref- 
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fion  would  carry  me  too  far.  I  afk  pardon  for 
having  already  expatiated  fo  much  beyond  what 
i  firft  propofed ;  but  the  fubjed  is  important,' 
and  has  been  little  underftood.  It  is  befides  con- 
neded  with  the  head  from  whence  it  is  deduced, 
which  was,  to  explain  the  motives  that  would  in¬ 
cite  our  induftrious  planters  and  other  intelligent 
perfons  to  adventure  in  the  new  colonies,  where 
they  will  hope  to  make  more  produce,  and,  con- 
icquently,  greater  profits,  at  lefs  expence,  than 
they  are  fenfible  is  at  prefent  done  in  the  old 
ones.  Now  it  we  check  thefe  only  motives,  in 
their  fine  bit  trj,  we  infallibly  put  an  infurmoun- 
table  ooftacle  to  tne  growth  and  progrefs  of  our 
new  fettlements ;  whilft  the  French  are  artfully 
alluring  inhabitants,  and  cultivating,  with  more 
advantage  and  fewer  difcouragements,  their  better 
and  more  extended  poffefiions.  I  fpeak  this  lan¬ 
guage  with  confidence,  becaufe  I  know  it  to  be 
true  and  well  intentioned.  I  fpeak  it  with  ho- 
nefty  and  candour,  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  my 
own  inteiefi :  I  am  poffelled  of  a  good  eflate  in 
Antigua,  which  would  now  fell  for  much  lefs, 
thatiit  would  have  done  two  years  paft;  and,  in  a 
few  years  to  come,  its  value  will  be  further  im¬ 
paired,  if  the  new  colonies  fhould  be  fpeedily  fet¬ 
tled  and  cultivated ;  but,  if  this  fhould  not  prove 
to  be  the  cafe,  the  reverfe  will  happen,  and  it  will 
again  rile  to  its  comparative  value.  I  would  not 
mean  to  fuggcfl,  that  our  late-acquired  iflands 
are,  in  an  idpecls,  well  fituated,  circumftanced, 
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and  formed  to  make  the  mod  fiourifhing  fu gar- 
colonies;  but  neverthelefs,  well  conducted,  they  will 
be  found  much  more  valuable  and  important  than 
the  intered  of  feme,  and  the  prejudices  of  others, 
would  willingly  reprefent  them.  They  undoubt¬ 
edly  may  increafe  our  drength  and  commerce  in 
that  part  of  the  globe,  prove  very  inconvenient  to 
the  neighbouring  French  iflands  in  times  of  war, 
and  confiderably  augment  the  wealth,  trade,  and 
navigation  of  Great  Britain.  Such  parts  of  them 
as  are  too  deep,  craggy  or  .improper  for  fugar, 
may  dill  produce  cotton, ^coffee,  cocoa,  and  pro- 
vifions,  or  ferve  for  padurage.  The  lands  being 
new,  will  be  rich,  ratoon  longer,  require  lei's 
planting,  and  be  cultivated  with  more  moderate 
expence,  and  fewer  Negroes.  The  trees  cut 
down  will,  fome  of  them,  be  ufeful  in  ere&ing 
habitations,  works,  and  other  buildings  ;  whilft 
fome  may  be  conveyed  away,  and  fold  in  our 
former  colonies  for  fimilar  purpofes.  And  lad 
of  all,  the  rugged  and  broken  compofition  of  the 
landfcape,  and  its  lofty  mountains,  though  un- 
feemly  and  exceptionable  in  many  refpedts,  yet 
will  for  ever  enjoy,  upon  real  and  philofophical 
principles,  rain  and  fertility.  As  this  has  been 
more  than  once  mentioned,  and  much  of  their 
merit  depends  on  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  explain  it.  It  is  well 
known,  that,  in  thefe  latitudes  of  the  globe, 
the  trade-winds  operating  in  a  regular  and  un¬ 
interrupted  courfc,  the  atmofphere  does  not 


fuffer  thofe  rarefa&ions  and  condenfations,  as,  by 
the  effedts  of  different  and  contrary  winds,  it  un¬ 
dergoes  in  climes,  where  this  uniformity  does 
not  prevail.  And  from  hence  it  is,  Dr.  Halley 
remarks,  there  is  lcarce  any  variation  in  the 
height  of  the  barometer,  or  weight  of  the  air,  in 
thole  parts.  Now  the  vapours  or  clouds  are 
born  along  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  by  thefe  winds, 
through  the  pathlefs  regions  of  air  ;  until,  inter¬ 
rupted,  impeded,  or  attracted  (on  principles  of 
gravitation}  by  lofty  lands  and  woods,  they  hang 
upon  the  mountain  tops,  and  fall  in  fhowers : 
whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  the  intenfe  heat  of  the 
fun  draws  fuch  vapours  from  the  ground  ;  and 
the  everlafting  trees,  on  inacceffible  heights,  fend 
forth  fuch  exhalations  from  their  branches,  as 
maiden  the  impending  atmofphere ;  and,  circu¬ 
lating,  again  re-vifit  their  parent  earth.  The 
effedts  of  thefe  principles  are  indeed  curious  and 
furprizing  to  thofe  who  contemplate  them  on 
the  lpot.  Smooth -polifhed  Barbadoes,  and  our 
Leeward  Iflands,  are  feen  parched  up,  and  perifh- 
ing  with  drought ;  whild  towering  and  rugged 
Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  Grenada,  and  Tobago, 
are  found  to  enjoy  inceffant  rains  and  delicious 
verdure.  /  F  c  Si  .  ) 
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SECT.  VI. 

Of  the  propereji  Methods  to  be  purfued  by  Adventu¬ 
rers  in  our  new  Colonies ,  to  engage  fuccefs ,  and  ejta- 
blifh  Eftates. 

ALL  perfons  difpofed  to  embark  in  this  un¬ 
dertaking,  with  a  view  of  improving  their 
fortunes,  fhould  firft  confider  the  capital  they 
mean  to  employ,  the  nature  of  the  project,  and 
the  length  of  time  they  can  conveniently  afford  to 
*  lye  out  of  their  money.  It  will  then  be  neceffa- 
ry  that  themfelves,  or  the  friends  or  agents  they 
are  pleafed  to  depute  for  this  bufinefs,  fhould 
carefully  infpefl  and  examine  the  lands  on  the 
ipot.  The  furface  of  the  ground,  and  the  nature 
of  fituation,  fhould  be  firft  attended  to  ^  and  thele 
will  include  our  ideas  of  the  probability  of  its 
heaithfulnefs,  the  kind  of  produce  it  feems  beft 
adapted  to,  the  labour  and  carriagd  effential  to 
it,  its  vicinity  to,  or  diftance  from,  rivulets,  the 
fea,  {hipping  places,  and  the  principal  towns,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  free  enjoyment  of  the  trade  winds, 
and  the  likelihood  of  frequent  fhowers  and  feafon- 
able  weather.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  it 
may  be  pretty  well  gueffed  at  by  the  timber  and 
trees  it  affords,  the  appearance'*  it  bears,  and  a 
chymical  examination  of  its  principles  •,  for  which 
the  neediary  means  may  be  eafily  known  an  J  pro¬ 
cured.  When  a  tra£t  of  ground  is  pitched  on 
that  enjoys  all,'  or  moft  of  thefe  advantages,  the 
infpedtor  fhould  by  no  means  be  difeouraged  by 
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the  price  it  may  amount  to,  for  the  firft  coft  will 
be  inconfiderable,  in  proportion  to  the  expence  of 
clearing  and  fettling;  and  the  enfuing  convenien- 
ces  and  profits  will  moft  amply  repay  it. 

Previous  to,  or  after  the  purchafe,  it  will  be 
netefTary,  especially  if  the  proprietor  does  not 
mean  to  become  an  inhabitant,  to  form  ufeful 
connexions  and  friendships  with  experienced  men 
engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  and  refiding  in  the 
neighboumood.  A  good  natured  and  intelligent 
manager  and  overfeer  are  now  to  be  appointed 
to  on  eft,  and  proper  (laves  procured  to  execute 
the  bufinefs.  A  few  able  and  fenfible  tradefmen 
and  negroes  fhould  be  tranfported  to  the  colony, 
who  are  contented,  from  a  love  of  novelty  or 
other  caufes  and  encouragements,  to  change 
their  icrmcr  habitations  ^  but  none  fhould  on  any 
account  be  compelled  to  do  this  againft  their  in¬ 
clinations.  V\  hat  further  (laves  are  wanted,  may 
be  jfurchafed  from  Guinea  cargoes,  and  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  others  ; 
*md  in  my  opinion  will  turn  out  better,  in  many 
refpecLs,  than  negroes  accuftomed  to  our  other 
iflands,  and  pining  after  former  connexions  and 
habits.  1  he  firft  fair  ftep  of  fuccefs  will  accom¬ 
pany  humanity,  and  the  great  point  in  view  will 
be,  with  tiie  blefiing  of  providence,  to  get  peo¬ 
ple  to  live.  1  o  this  end  they  fhould  be  lodged 
at  night  in  temporary  huts,  or  hulks  of  vefiels, 
provided  and  fituated  for  that  purpofe.  They 
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fhould  then  immediately  proceed  to  clear  away 
the  woods  on  the  mod  healthy  fpot,  which  will  . 
probably  be  found  on  fome  eminence,  expofed  to 
a  free  and  dry  air.  Here  a  dwelling  houfe  for  the 
overleer,  and  convenient  negro  houfes  fhould  be 
immediately  erected,  and  a  very  commodious 
fick  houfe  or  hofpital,  furnifhed  with  every  necef- 
cary  and  comfort  for  the  fick  ;  efpecially  good 
nurfes  and  a  fenfible  practitioner.  Wife  men 
will  not  attempt  too  rapid  a  progrefs,  or  intro¬ 
duce  more  (laves  than  can  properly  be  infpefted 
when  well,  or  attended  when  opprefied  with  ill- 
nefs.  I  think,  from  twenty  to  thirty  in  number 
will  be  lufficient  at  firft  for  the  largeft  poffeffibn, 
and  in  all  probability  may  prove  adequate  to 
fulfilling  the  conditions  of  clearing  and  culture-, 
but  they  fhould  be  immediately  fupplied  as  they 
may  happen  to  fall  off ;  and  their  fpirits  fhould 
be  fupported  with  good  nature  and  tendernefs. 
In  particular,  they  fhould  be  well  fed,  properly 
cloathed,  and  fupplied  with  all  thofe  little  aids  of 
conveniency  and  comfort,  which,  it  is  well  known, 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  will  chear  up  and  glad¬ 
den  their  hearts.  The  expences  attending  this 
little  policy,  care,  and  benevolence,  will  not  be 
thought  burthenfome,  by  thofe  matters  who  are 
either  wife  or  good  ;  for  the  performance  of  this 
duty  will  be  rewarded  with  the  bleflings  of  God, 
and  the  affeftion  of  their  dependants.  As  to  the 
labour  they  mufl  undergo,  it  fhould  not  be  too 
fevere  or  dilproportioned  to  their  abilities ;  and, 

4 


in 


[  3°  1 

in  wet  mornings,  bad  weather,  and  on  other  fuit- 
able  occafions,  it  will  prove  our  intereft  to  en¬ 
courage,  and  afford  them  fome  indulgence. 
Their  pride  fhould  be  cultivated,  their  punifh- 
ments  inflicted  with  prudence,  moderation,  and 
concern.  And,  in  order  to  prevent  the  cruelties 
that  might  be  exercifed  by  fome  men,  through 
want  of  judgment  or  deleft  of  feeling,  a  proper 
law  of  the  country  fhould  be  eftabiifhed,  to  re- 
ftrain  them  within  due  bounds;  which  fhould 
likewife  provide,  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  food 
and  raiment  of  the  flaves*  I  confefs,  I  could 
wifli  fome  fentiments  of  Religion  could  be  inftill- 
ed  into  their  minds.  I  am  fure  it  would  be  ex¬ 
pedient  ;  and,  perhaps,  I  have  thought  as  much 
on  this  fubjedt,  as  thofe  who  differ  from  me  in 
opinion.  But,  I  am  fenfible,  this  would  require 
more  attention  and  afiiftance  than  Proteftants 
will  choofe  to  employ  on  fuch  an  occafion.  I 
am  forry  to  remark  it,  and  to  make  this  further 
obfervation,  that,  tho’  the  Dodtrines  of  our  Re¬ 
ligion  are  more  pure  and  Ample  than  the  Roman 
Catholick,  yet  this  laft  is  more  fitly  adapted  to 
engage  and  captivate  the  paflions  of  unthinking 
Savages. 

I  think  peifons  of  fome  opulence  adventuring 
in  thefe  colonies,  and  proceeding  in  the  manner! 
have  fuggefted,  cannot  well  fail  of  fuccefs,  as  far 
as  weak  human  forefight  can  afeertain  it.  And 
now  it  will  be  proper,  that  (till  further  grounds 
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fhould  be  cleared,  round  about  the  dwellings  and 
cottages  I  have  before  recommended  to  be  erect¬ 
ed  :  and  firft  of  all  provifions  fhould  be  planted 
for  the  White  people  and  Negroes,  andpafturage 
prepared  for  cattle  and  other  beads.  After  this 
is  accomplifhed,  attention  may  be  had  to  raife 
fome  fort  of  produce  and  profit,  in  order  to  reim- 
burfe  pad  expences.^  And  this  will  confift  of 
either  coffee,  cocoa, 'cotton,  fugar  &c.  as  may  be 
compatible  with  the  ideas  and  abilities  of  the 
planter.  But  it  is  unneceffary  to  enter  into  a  more 
particular  detail  on  this  head.  Advice  and  the¬ 
ory  would  at  prefent  be  vain  and  unregarded ; 
for  time,  induftry,  and  experience  alone  can  fur- 
nifli  opportunity,  and  beget  profitable  knowledge. 
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SECT.  VII. 

Of  the  Diflribution ,  Grants ,  <2;?  J  Azfc  of  the  Lands , 
of  the  fever al  Steps  necefjary  to  be  taken  for 
this  end . 

HE  objeft  of  government,  as  far  as  I  un- 
derftand,  it,  feems  to  be  of  a  mixed  nature. 
The  lands,  both  cleared  and  uncleared,  are  deemed 
the  property  of  his  Majefty ;  of  which  fmall  parcels 
in  wood  are  meant  to  be  granted  to  poor  fettlers  ; 
the  reft  (excepting  what  may  be  continued  to  the 
prefent  inhabitants)  is  fairly  to  be  fold  for  as 
much  money  as  it  will  bring,  which  is  faithfully 
to  be  remitted  home  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order 
to  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice.  But  then  this 
view  is  to  be  fo  accomplished,  as  to  be  compati¬ 
ble  with  one  more  effential,  namely,  the  fpeedy  po¬ 
pulation  and  culture  of  the  iilands  themfelves  ; 
fo  that  no  terms  or  conditions  are  to  be  infilled 
on,  that  will  difcourage  this  undertaking  in  its 
infancy.  This  I  take  to  be  the  plain  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  and  fhall  proceed  accordingly,  with  as  much 
brevity  as  the  fubjedt  will  admit  of. 

Each  ifland  fhould  be  furveyed,  as  foon  as  pof¬ 
fible,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  the  nature  of  the 
woods  and  mountains,  and  the  rugged  face  of  the 
country,  will  allow.  The  divifions  of  parifhes, 
public  roads,  intended  towns  and  churches,  with  all 
lands, fortifications, and  other  buildings, ferviceable 
to  the  King  or  public,  fhould  be  firft  attended  to, 
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and  properly  provided  for.  And  here  it  may  be 
ufeful  to  remark,  that  a  certain  number  of  paces 
from  the  fea  fide,  all  around  the  coaft,  fhould  be 
allotted  for  his  majefty’s  fervice  and  the  ufe  of 
the  colony  ;  and  that  moreover  proper  proportions 
of  lands  in  wood  fhould  be  preferved,  in  conve¬ 
nient  places,  for  the  public  benefit,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  that  drought,  which,  in  thefe  climates,  is 
the  ufual  confequence  of  a  total  removal  of  the 
woods.  As  to  the  choice  and  arrangement  of 
the  ground  intended  for  the  principal  town,  re¬ 
gard  fhould  be  had  to  the  healthfulnefs  of  the 
fituation,  all  the  neceflary  conveniences  for  fhip- 
ping,  and  an  eafy  carriage  and  communication 
to  and  from  the  neigbouring  country.  The 
ftreets  fhould  be  airy,  and  fo  difpofed  as  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  trade  winds;  and  fuitable 
proportions  for  yards,  gardens,  or  fmall  fields, 
fhould  be  annexed  to  the  feveral  lots  for  houfes. 
Convenient  market  places  fhould  be  appointed, 
and  good  barrack  grounds,  with  adjacent  lands, 
for  the  various  ufes  of  the  king’s  officers  and 
troops,  and  which  the  private  men,  at  their  lei¬ 
sure  hours,  might  cultivate  for  the  fervice  of  the 
officers  and  themfelves.  I  prefume,  I  need  not 
point  out,  that,  in  thefe  expenfive  and  unhealthy 
iflands,  they  will  be  intitled  to  this,  and  every 
Other  reafonable  indulgence  of  favor  and  huma¬ 
nity  ;  and  particularly  an  allowance  of  the  king’s 
provifions,  and  an  immediate  eftablifhment  of 
barracks,  and  a  well  provided  hofpital.  If  this 
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is  not  attended  to,  their  condition  will  be  indeed 
deplorable.  But  to  return  :  the  lands  which  are 
cultivable,  fhould  be  divided  into  lots,  numbered, 
and  laid  down  on  paper,  with  proper  defcriptions 
and  boundaries  to  prevent  miftakes:  What  is 
granted  fliould  be  in  wood,  from  io  to  30  acres 
according  to  the  ability  of  the  poor  fettlers ;  and 
for  their  further  encouragement,  thefe  parcels 
fhould  have  tne  advantage  of  being  near  the  lea 
fide,  at  proper  diftances  from  one  another.  By 
this  means  the  pofleflors  might  immediately  be¬ 
gin  to  cleai  tne  giound,  and  would  have  a  fhort 
and  eafy  conveyance  to  and  from  the  fea,  be  ea- 
fily  fupplied  with  all  kinds  of  filh  for  the  fupport 
of  themfelves  and  Negroes,  and  the  coafts  would 
moreover  be  ftrengthened  with  inhabitants.  To 
thefe  grants  fhould  be  annexed  certain  conditions 
of  culture,  at  the  rate  of  5  acres  percent,  annually, 
in  default  of  which  they  fliould  revert  again  to 
the  crown,  excepting  in  cafes  of  extraordinary 
ficknefs,  or  other  unforefeen  misfortunes.  Thefe 
lands  fliould  be  fo  far  unalienable,  as  to  be  inca¬ 
pable  of  being  united  with  any  other,  excepting 
in  cafes  of  marriage,  or  lawful  inheritance,  or  by 
confent  of  the  governor  and  council.  And  be- 
caufe  the  meer  grant  of  fuch  imall  parcels  of  land 
in  wood,  will  by  no  means  be  fufficiently  invi- 
ting  or  acceptable  to  poor  fettlers,  who  have  nei¬ 
ther  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  nor  the  flaves,  mo¬ 
ney,  or  credit  effcntial  to  the  clearing  and  culti¬ 
vation  of  grounds,  and  erefting  the  neceffary 
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them  with  provifions  and  proper  tools,  or  elle 
with  the  ufe  of  Haves,  money  or  credit.  But 
fince,  by  reafon  of  the  exigencies  of  government, 
no  affiftance  of  this  nature  can  be  well  afforded, 
it  is  evident  the  improvement  of  the  colony  mult 
very  much  depend  on  the  policy  and  progrefs 
of  the  more  wealthy  adventurers,  who  may  be¬ 
come  purchafers.  And  here  a  juft  medium  muft  .  h 
be  preferved,  as  to  the  conditions  of  faleand  cul¬ 
ture  expedited  at  their  hands.  Enough  fhould  be 
exadted,  to  raife  a  reafonable  fum  of  money  for 
the  public  fervice,  and  to  prevent  the  lands  from 
being  monopolized  or  fuffered  to  lie  unimprov¬ 
ed;  and  yet  not  fo  much  muft  be  required  as 
might  deter  them  from  undertaking  a  fpeedy  fet- 
tlement.  As  to  the  lots  for  fale,  they  fhould  be 
fo  contrived  and  laid  out,  as  to  embrace  every 
circumftance  of  conveniency  the  nature  of  the 
fituation  will  admit ;  but  it  will  be  impoffible  for 
government  here  to  give  further  diredtions  on 
this  head,  with  any  tolerable  foundation  of  real 
intelligence.  Thefe  lots  might  extend  from  one 
to  fix  hundred  acres,  of  which  by  far  the  greater 
number  fhould  confift  of  only  two  or  three  him- 
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ture  and  circumftances  of  them  will  permit;  and 
it  may  be  eafily  forefeen  that  no  accurate  judge¬ 
ment  can  be  formed  of  lands  covered  with  woods 
and  thickets.  However  the  various  accidents  of 
fituation,  furface,  and  feeming  quality,  will,  in 
thefe  i (lands,  render  fome  parcels  of  land  much 
coveted,  whilft  others,  will  be  fcarcely  accepted. 
Thefe  and  other  confiderations  will  make  it  im¬ 
portant  to  government,  that  perfons  of  charac¬ 
ter,  ability,  and  integrity,  fhould  be  fent  out,  and 
employed  in  the  principal  direction  of  affairs.  A 
very  moderate  price  fhould  be  afcertained;  lefs 
than  which  the  lot  fhould  not  be  fold  for;  and 
the  more  fpeedily,  and  the  greater  the  number 
of  lots  that  are  difpofed  of,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  publick  fervice.  However,  in  order  to 
prevent  frauds,  and  to  fell  the  land  to  the  bed 
advantage  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  of, 
they  fhould  be  fet  up  to  fair  and  public  audlion, 
after  immediate  and  fufficient  notice  given,  in 
all  the  news  papers  in  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  of  the  time,  place,  and  conditions  of  fale  ; 
in  order  that  perfons  difpofed  to  purchafe  may  re¬ 
pair  thither,  or  depute  others  they  may  think  fit 
to  employ  on  this  bufinefs.  Such  lands  as  will 
not  fetch  the  minimum  fixed  upon  them,  muft 
continue  on  hand,  till  a  further  time.  As  to 
thole  that  may  be  fold,  the  terms  of  payment 
fhould  be  rendered  very  eafy ;  otherwife  neither 
iufficient  credit,  money,  or  competitors  will  be 
found,  and  of  courfe  the  lands  will  fetch  little  or 

nothing. 
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nothing.  The  time  of  fale  fhould  be  in  the  healthy 
feafonof  the  year,  i.e.  between  the  firft  of  Febru¬ 
ary  and  the  middle  of  July,  as  it  may  be  found  moft 
eligible  to  appoint.  The  place,  either  Grenades, 
or  the  particular  ifland  about  to  be  difpofed  of. 
The  terms  of  purchafe,  fhould  be  thirty  per  cent, 
paid  the  firft  year,  and  afterwards  xo  and  then 
20  per  cent,  annually,  without  intereft;  until  the  ’ 
remainder  of  the  purchafe  money  fhall  be  difchar- 
ged,  which  will  of  courle  compleat  the  payments 
in  five  years.  The  lands  fhould  be  conveyed  in 
fee,  but,  in  default  of  payment  of  any  of  the  an¬ 
nual  bonds,  to  be  taken  for  this  purpofe,  they 
fhould  be  liable  to  be  again  fold,  in  order  that 
the  king  fhould  be  firft  paid.  Moreover,  to  pre-  ' 
vent  monopolies,  and  to  infure  the  progrefs  and 
improvement  of  the  new  colony,  certain  condi¬ 
tions  of  culture  fhould  be  annexed'  to  the  fales  J 
at  leaft  it  fhould  be  required  of  purchafers,  to 
clear  away  at  the  rate  of  five  acres  per  cent,  an¬ 
nually,  (after  the  firft  year’s  pofTeffion)  till  one 
half  of  the  cultivable  part  of  their  lands  fliall  be 
fettled,  and  this  under  a  penalty  of  5 1.  annually 
on  each  acre  not  cleared,  which  by  the  conditi¬ 
ons  ought  to  have  been  fo ;  and  the  monies  fo 
forfeited  and  raifed  fhould  be  applied  to  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  poor  fettlers.  As  to  ufelefs  gullies,  pre¬ 
cipices,  and  tops  of  mountains,  which  compofe 
the  greateft  part  of  thefe  iflands  (excepting  To¬ 
bago)  they  might  be  thrown  in  where  conticu- 
ous,  and  made  no  account  of,  or  elfe  relerved  to 
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the  king,  as  may  appear  moft  judicious.  Thele, 
or  fuch  like,  might  be  the  outlines,  containing  a 
more  finished  plan.  To  digeft  every  particular 
v/ould  be  tedious,  and  at  prefent  unneceffary  ;  for, 
after  all,  no  one  fhould  principally  be  entrufted 
with  the  diredion  of  this  bufinefs,  but  fuch  a 
man  as  deferves  confidence ;  and  the  nature  of 
his  commifiion  ihould  be  fuch,  as  to  make  it  his 
pride,  as  well  as  intereft,  to  ferve  the  publick 
,  faithfully.  Men  of  different  principles  can  never 
be  fufficiently  guarded  againft,  at  thefe  remote 
diftances  :  for  in  vain  will  fufpicion,  diftruft,  and 
jealoufy,  invent  a  thoufand  ftratagems,  to  confine 
or  deted  thofe,  whom  honour  cannot  bind.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  prefomed,  reafonable  difcretionary 
powers  will  be  granted.  A  good  man  will  be 
careful  how  he  makes  ufe  of  them  ;  and  a  bad 
one  will  pervyc  thofe,  which  have  been  withheld. 
It  is  impoffible,  at  this  diftance,  to  forefee  and 
provide  for  all  the  pofiible  contingences  that  may 
occur  on  the  fpot ;  and  it  would  be  idle  and  in 
vain  to  attempt  it.  Countries  already  fettled, 
and  governments  already  formed,  like  healthful 
conftitutions  we  are  acquainted  with,  may  receive 
a  long  detail  of  inftrudions  to  continue  them  as 
they  are.  But  in  fuch  as  are  to  be  created,  out 
ol  Chaos  as  it  were,  altho’  improper  powers 
ought  to  be  denied,  yet  at  leaft  it  Ihould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  apply  quick  remedies,  and  exert  the 
godlike  faculties  of  doing  well.  It  is  abfolute- 
1/  impoffible  to  lay,  with  any  degree  of  certain- 
4  '  ty. 
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ty,  how  few,  or  how  many,  the  number  of 
fettlers  or  purchafers  may  be,  or  how  much  the 
lands  may  probably  be  fold  for  ;  this  will  much 
depend  on  the  abilities  to  buy,  and  the  caprice 
of  perfons  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Some  cir- 
cumftances  however  will  not  fail  to  have  influ¬ 
ence  on  their  minds :  If  the  lands  fhould  be 
valued  at  too  high  a  rate,  and  improper  arts  ufed 
to  exalt  their  price  ;  or  if  perfons  inclined  toad- 
venture,  lhould,  after  their  firft  refolution 
taken,  and  the  arrangement  of  their  affairs  for 
this  end,  and  after  the  expence  and  trouble  of 
a  fea  voyage,  and  the  pains  and  hazard  of  exam¬ 
ining  lands  ;  if,  after  this,  I  fay,  they  fhould 
difcover,  that  what  they  fought  is  not  yet  to  be 
had,  or  worth  their  while  to  return  for  ;  and 
that  even  after  fairly  purchafing  it  at  publick 
audion,  without  or  againfl:  competitors,  fill 
more  time  and  doubts,  and  difficulties  muft  be 
added,  before  the  purchafe  can  be  compleated, 
and  the  work  begun,  allured  ly;  many  will  grow 
diffatisfied,  or  at  befl:  indifferent  how  they  en¬ 
gage  in  fuch  undertakings.  The  difguft  will 
fpread  around,  and  the  difficulties  and  difcou- 
ragements,  which  I  have  illuflrated  under  its 
proper  head,  will  not  fail  to  preponderate  in  the 
fcale,  and  fink  the  enterprize  into  negled  or 
contempt.  It  is  however  to  be  wifhed,  both  for 
the  fake  of  the  publick,  and  for  the  honor  of 
thofe  who  may  be  entrufted  with  this  delicate 
commiifion,  that  every  poffible  method  fhould 

be 
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be  devifed,  to  render  the  fales  fair  and  open  as  in 
the  face  of  Heaven.  But  fuch  cautions  as  thefe 
ihouid  be  carefully  diftinguifhed  from  others, 
that  would  only  tend  to  injure  the  caufe,  they 
are  meant  to  fupport. 

1  have  purpofely  omitted  making  any  reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  fettled  and  cultivated  lands  in  Do¬ 
minique  and  St.  vVincent,  or  on  the  French  in¬ 
habitants,  now  pofleffed  of  them  ;  becaufe  I  am 
unwilling  to  give  my  opinion  on  fo  delicate  a 
fubjedl,  or  to  recommend  what  is  proper  to  be 
done  in  relation  to  the  public  or  them.  Thus 
much  however,  rnuft  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
greater  number  of  uiefui  and  faithful  fubje&s, 
and  the  more  property  can  be  retained  upon 
thefe  iflands,  the  fooner  they  will  become  flou- 
rifhing  and  beneficial  to  Great-Britain,  and  the 
fewer  advantages  will  accrue  to  the  French  king, 
in  the  population  and  fettlement  of  his  pofieffi- 
ons  in  thefe  feas.  Upon  what  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  therefore,  they  can  be  moil  fafely  and 
be ft  retained,  and  render’d  good  and  faithful 
fubjefts,  feems  a  queftion  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  in  this  bufinefs.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
d'lerminationjof  his  Majefly  and  his  Councils  on 
this  occafion,  1  am  perfuaded  they  will  be  tem¬ 
per’d  with  good  policy,  juftice,  and  moderation. 

If  itfhculd  be  thought  ufeful,  to  defcend  more 

minutely  into  the  particulars  of  the  foregoing 

extenfive 


m 


mm 

A?: 


[  41  ] 

extenfive  head ;  it  will  naturally  include  the  fol¬ 
lowing  considerations : 


I.  The  cultivated  Lands  in  Dominique  and  St. 
Vincent,  and  the  French  Inhabitants  pof- 
felling  them. 


II.  The  precautions  neceffary  to  betaken,  in  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  Difputes  with  the  Savages  at 
St.  Vincent. 


III.  The  Government  of  our  new  Colonies,  the 
Forces  to  be  allotted  them,  the  Expences  of 
their  Eftablilhment  and  Support,  and  rh< 
Duties  and  Taxes  to  be  levied  upon  them. 
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(A.  Page  io.)  I  have  in  my  Hands  a  very  accurate  and 
particular  Calculation  of  the  Prime  Colt,  Expences, 
Produce  and  Profits  of  Eftates  in  Carolina,  or  Virgi¬ 
nia,  &c.  drawn  up  by  a  fenfible  and  experienced  Plan¬ 
ter  in  that  Part  of  the  World  ;  and  by  this  Ellimatc 
it  appears,  that  if  any  Perfon  borrows  Money  and  em¬ 
ploys  it  in  a  Settlement  of  Lands,  and  fhould  even 
pay  Eight  per  Cent  Intereft  for  the  ufe  of  it,  he  will 
be  reimburfed  with  all  Expences  in  Fifteen  Years,  and 
poflefs  a  clear  Eftate  neating  at  the  rate  of  Fifteen  per 
Cent.  Whereas  I  fhall  in  another  Place  prove,  that  in 
many  of  our  old  Sugar  Colonies  the  Planters  do  not 
actually  clear  Six  per  Cent  upon  their  Capital 
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(B  Pag.  17.)  A11  Ei'l i mate  for  fettling  a  Plantation  for 
^ugEr  of  500  Acres  (fuppofe  in  Tobago)* 


It  ibould  be  premifed  that  the  land  cannot  properly  be  cleared 
or  wood,  Sec,  in  lefs  time  than  five  years. 


Prime  cod  of  500  acres  of  land. 

Thirty  negroes  as  follows, 

6  able  fcafoned  negroes  at  60  1.  each  — —  3601. 1 

4  expeit  tradefmen  (carpenters  and  mafons)  at  ] 

Ico  1.  each  _ _ ... _ .  .  r  4°° 

20  more  negroes  at  40  1.  each,  - .  J  gG0 


I. 


1 


1560 


8  oxen  and  2  horfes  at  20 1.  each  (the  ufual  price  of ! 
them  in  our  old  colonies)  _ _ _ ~  . _ J 


200 


Dwelling  houfe  for  manager  and  overfeer,  with  ftore-1 
houie,  fick-houfe,  and  other  buildings  immediately  > 


neccffary. 


ioco 


Charges  o f  tranfporting  flaves,  cattle,  provifions,  &c.  to  ] 
^thejiew  colony,  _ _ _ _  _ _ j 


Cloathing  and  feeding  30  flaves  for  a  year  at  6 1.  each, 

A  Manager’s  wages  per  annum,  — ...  2C0  1.  ] 


An  overleer’s  wages 


80 


200 
1 80 
280 


Dodor  and  expences  attending  the  fick,  per  annum, 

1  oois  cf  all  forts  with  hoes  and  bills, '  _ 

2  carts,  with  chains,  furniture*  Sec,  » -  — 


5d 

100 

6a 


To  lots  on  negroes  at  id  per  cent. 
Ditto  on  cattle  at  15  per  cent. 


1561. 1 

3°  J 


3630 
1 86 


i  o  inter  eft  on  3630  1.  at  8  percent,  being  thelegal  in-  j 


tereit  oi  bt.  Chnftopher’s,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat 

Expence  of  the  firft  year 


290 


4106 


I  fuppofe  that  in  the  fecond  year  fome  provifions  might  be 
planted  for  the  ule  of  the  negroes ;  1  fhall  therefore  al¬ 
low  only  4  1.  each  for  cloathing  and  feeding,  which 
makes 

Manager’s  wages,  ~ -  2oo  1. 

Overleer’s  wages,  . - .  - - -  g0 


1 20 


Dodor  and  expences  attending  the  fick 


280 

5° 


Amount  carried  forward  4556 


- - - 
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Amount  brought  over  — 

Lofs  on  negroes  at  i  o  per  cent. 
Ditto  on  cattle  at  i  5  per  cent. 
Interelt  on  4106  1.  at  8  per  cent. 


Expenco  to  the  end  of  the  fecond  year  -  5070 


200  1. 
80 

236 

30 


} 


It  will  now  be  proper  to  add  zo  negroes  to  the  gang  (which 
make  up  the  number  50)  at  40  1.  each  _  - 
But  as  I  fuppofe  dill  more  provifions  will  by  this  time  be 
planted  for  the  ufe  of  the  negroes,  I  fhall  allow  for 
cloathing  and  feeding  50  negroes,  only  3  1.  each,  which 

makes  - 

Manager’s  wages  - 

Overfeer’s  wages  — — y— 

Do&or  and  expences  attending  the  Tick 
Lofs  on  negroes  at  1  o  per  cent. 

Ditto  on  cattle  at  1 5  per  cent.  — - 

Interelt  on  5070 1.  at  8  per  cent.  — 

Expence  to  the  end  of  the  third  year 

# 

To  an  addition  of  20  negroes  (which  make  up  the  num-  } 
ber  70)  at  40 1.  each,  -1  J 

To 

up 

And 

Cloathing  and  feeding  70  negroes  at  3  1.  each 

Manager’s  wages  - 

Overfeer’s  wages  — . . 

Do6tor  and  expences  attending  the  fick 
Lofs  on  negroes  at  1  o  per  cent. 

Ditto  on  cattle  at  1 5  per  cent 
Interelt  on  7021 1.  at  8  per  cent 


800 


150 


280 

5° 

zt6 

4°5 


7021 


an  addition  of  12  bulls  and  oxen  (which  make  1  2aq\,  7 

ip  the  number  20)  at  20  1.  each,  -  J  f 

d  8  cows  at  10  1.  each,  -  . .  80  J 

} 
1 


200 

80 

316 

78 


8co 

320 

210 

280 

5° 

394 
5  61 


1600 


Expence  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  9636 

To  an  addition  of  40  negroes  (which  encreafe  the  gang  to  1 

1 10)  at  40  1.  each.  -  - -  J 

N.  B.  The  number  of  negroes  added  in  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  is  too  great  to  be  done  judicioully  at  one 
time  :  but  as  this  calculation  is  carried  no  further  than 
the  beginning  of  the  lixth  year,  I  have  chofen  to  fuppofe 
it,  becaufe  the  expence  of  the  fettlement  will  appear 
compleat.  Amount  carried  over,  11236 
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Amount  brought  over,  - - 

To  cloathing  and  feeding  1 10  negroes  at  3  1.  each, 
Td  20  more  oxen  (which  make  up  the  number  } 
of  bulls  and  oxen  40)  at  20 1.  each,  j 

12  cows  (which  make  up  the  number  20)  at  iol.  1 
each,  -  - -  *  ? 

1 2  Mules  at  30 1.  each  . _ .  . 

} 


2  more  horfes  (which  make  up  the  number  4)  at 

2  carts,  &c.  (which  make  up  the  number  4)  at  30I.  uu  § 
The  plantation  may  now  be  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to  re¬ 
quire  the  erefling  of  fugar  works,  viz.  a  fugar  mill, 
boding  houfe,  curing  houfe,  dill  houfe,  with  other  ne- 
celiary  buildings,  which,  together  with  9  coppers,  fkim- 
mers,  ladles,  hills,  worm  tubs,  with  a  variety  of  other 

utenfils,  too  numerous  to  particularize,  will  amount  to 
not  lefs  than  — —  _ _ _ 

To  noes  and  bills,  and  Applying  fuch  tools  as  have  been  1 
worn  out,  * - -  _  ^ 

Manager’s  wages  _ » 

Overfeers  wages  — - — 

Do&or  and  expences  attending  the  fick 
Lofs  on  negroes  at  10  per  cent.  •— 

Ditto  cn  cattle  at  1 3  per  cent. 


i 

20©  1.  1 
80  J 


476 

216 


-  - - - -  J  ''vtiw.  ->  2  1U  ^ 

Wages  of  an  additional  overfeer,  which  with  the  mana-  1 

ger  will  then  be  three  in  number  -  .  J 

Intered  on  9636 1.  at  8  per  cent.  - — 


l 

11236 

33° 


980 


3000 

100 

280 

50 

692 

60 

770 


Expence  to  the  End  of  the  fifth  year,  17498 


} 


To  an  addition  of  40  negroes  (which  make  up  the  num¬ 
ber  150}  at  40 1.  each  -  — 

N.  B.  I  have  already  explained  myfelf  why  I  have  fup 
pofed  this  addition,  although  the  number  is  too  great  to 
be  judicioufiy  added  at  any  one  time. 

Mem.  The  prefent  dock  of  cattle,  confiding  of  40  bulls 
and  oxen,  20  cows,  12  mules,  and  4  horfes,  will  be 
fufficient. 

To  a  variety  of  other  articles  and  contingent  expences, 
not  included  in  this  calculation,  but  which  mud  ne- 
cedarily  be  incurred  during  the  courfe  ol  the  forego¬ 
ing  years,  and  will  amount  to  not  lefs  than. 


1600 


1  CCiO 


Sterling  2 0,098 
N.B, 


N.  B.  I  have  not  Included  in  this  calculation  the  prime  colt  of 
500  acres  of  land,  which  it  is  impoflible  at  prefent  to  afcertain. 

It  is  evident  that  the  plan  of  fetdement  above  fuggelied  is  only 
calculated  for  wealthy  perlons,  determined  to  make  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  in  the  eflablifhment  of  a  fugar  eilate  ;  but  others  of  infe¬ 
rior  property  need  not  therefore  be  deterred  fiom  adventuring, 
as  they  may  purfue,  with  more  caution  and  lefs  expence,  other 
methods  of  improving  their  fortune,  which  are  better  adapted 
to  their  circumltances.  Vide  (G.  Page  53.} 
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(C*  P^ge  21.)  I  he  following  is  an  Eftimate  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Expcnce  of  a  Sugar  Plantation,  in  Antigua, 
confiding  or  500  Acres  of  Land  and  300  Negroes,  pro¬ 
ducing,  at  an  Average,  200  Hogfheads  of  Sugar,  each 
of  i5°°lb.  neat  in  the  Ifland,  or  1200  lb.  at  the 
King’s  Beam  in  England;  and  120  Hogfheads  of  Ruin, 
each  containing  110  Gallons ;  wherein  are  compre¬ 
hended'  fuch  Difburfements  only  as  are  abfolutely 
necefFary,  excluiive  of  the  contingent  Expences,  which 
are  very  confiderable. 

A  proper  proportion  of  bills,  hoes,  and  tools  for 
the  number  of  negroes  dated  ► —  .  ... 

Negro  cloathing  — —  .  .  _ _ 

For  feeding  the  negroes  with  corn,  beans,  herrings, 


]  3° 


5‘ 


mackarel,  Iliads,  and  beef  at  Chriftmas  befides 
what  provifion  the  eftate  may  afford,  will  a- 
mount  to  -  — , —  *  _ J 


Temper  lime  and  lamp  oil,  for  the  boiling  houfe 

Manager’s  falary  - -  - 

Principal  overfeer  * - —  .. _ 

An  inferior  one  - - —  >—  ,, — „ 

Podlor,  &c.  * - —  - - — - - 


70 

1 60 
60 

4° 

60 


1, 

910 


2  54 


Staves,  heading,  hoops  and  nails  for  200  fugar  \ 
hogfheads,  and  120  rum  hogfheads  - - -  j  200 

Public  taxes  on  this  eftate  and  produce,  for  the  fupportof 
the  government  of  the  ifland  (exclufive  of  the  4  per 
cent,  duty  paid  to  the  king)  amounting  to  419  h  15  s. 

lod.  currency,  which  is  {Sterling  about  - - 

Sterling  1 1 64 

Befides  a  great  variety  of  contingent  expences  and  all  taxes 
paid  to  the  king. 

The  following  is  a  particular  account  of  all  the  taxes  paid 
on  the  above  plantation  and  produce,  in  the  ifland  of  An¬ 
tigua,  exclufive  of  the  duties  payable  in  England. 

To  deficiency  of  7  white  fervants  at  40I.  currency  each  is  2 So 

N.  Ik  By  a  law  of  the  ifland  paffed  with  an  intention  ol 
better  peopling  it,  but  which  is  now  become  a  mode  of 
taxation,  every  ellate  ought  to  keep  a  free  tenant  or 
white  fervnnt  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  every  30  ne¬ 
groes,  under  a  penalty  of  40  1.  for  each  defective;  and  f 
as  a  manager  and  2  overfeers  are  fufheient  for  the  direc-  \ 
tion  of  any  one  plantation,  this  becomes  Inch  a  tax  as 
I  have  Hated  it. 


V 


-  -  S  V  2V“ 
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Amount  brought  over, 

further  tax  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  ifiand,  equal  to  6  s.  per  head 

upon  the  negroes  - * 

N.  B.  This  mode  of  taxation  is  changed  by  being 
impofed  upon  the  produce  to  the  fame  amount. 

Tax  upon  land  at  I  *  d.  per  acre,  »  —  ■  3  02  06 

Parifh  tax  upon  land  at  3  d.  per  acre,  .»■  - — »  16  13  04 

Ditto - upon  ilaves  at  2  s.  per  head,  — 30  00  00 


a 


Which  is  about  ■■■  ■« 

The  4  -  per  cent,  duty  paid  to  the  king  upon  200  hogf- 
heads  of  fugar,  weight  300,000,  but  being  endorfed 
at  only  200,000,  amounts  to  9000  weight  of  fugar, 

being  6  hogfheads  worth  60 1.  fterling,  . - . 

6  cafks  which  are  a  perquifite  to  the  colledlor. 

Duty  as  above  on  120  hogfheads  of  rum  of  1 10  gallons 
each,  but  being  endorfed  at  only  100,  amounts  to  600 

gallons  of  rum,  worth  - ... 

6  cafks,  which  are  a  perquifite  to  the  collector, 

304 

The  laffc  four  articles  comprehend  the  amount  of  the  4  ~  per 
cent,  duty  upon  the  fugar  and  rum,  making  1 10  1.  fierling. 

N.  B.  If  the  fugar  is  fhipped  for  North  America  it  pays  1  s. 
6  d.  enumerated  duty,  and  for  every  hundred  weight  imported 
into  Great  Britain  6  s.  6d.  and  the  rum  a  duty  of  5  s*  3  d.  per 
gallon. 


(D.  Fag* 
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(D.  Page  21.)  Calculation  of  the  Value  and  Produce  of  the 

T  /I  1  /•  «  • 

1. 


Ifland  of  Antigua. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of  Antigua  pay  taxes 
for  60000  acres.  The  land,  at  a  very  moderate 
computation,  may  be  valued  at  15  1.  fterling  per 
acre,  which  will  amount  to  - 


The  Ifland  contains  more  than  300  fugar-eftates.  The 
fugar- works,  other  buildings,  plantation -utenfils, 
and  Hock,  on  each  eftate,  will  be  worth,  at  an 
~  average,  at  leaft  3000  1.  fterling,  — - 


There  are  in  the  Ifland  37000  negroes,  of  which  at 


leaft  25000  are  employed  on  fugar-eftates.  Thefe,  >  1 
at  an  average,  are  worth  at  leaft  40 1.  fieri,  a  head,  J 


.  PU 


90000* 


900000 


coocco 


28000CQ 


The  intereft  of  this  fum,  at  6  percent,  will  be 


68000 


N.  B.  The  Land  is  in  general  fo  much  undervalued, 
that  the  infignificant  quantity  of  cotton,  &c.  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  Ifland,  need  not  be  confidered. 


The  Ifland  of  Antigua  has  produced  from  6 coo  to 
26000  hogflieads  of  fugar  in  a  year;  and,  upon  an 
average,  it  may  be  fairly  rated  (after  deducing  the 
fugar  paid  into  the  Cuftom-houfe  for  the  4  \  per 
cent,  duty)  at  not  more  than  1 6000  hogfheads  of 
fugar  per  annum.  This  fugar,  according  to  the 
prefent  price,  and  which  will  probably  not  in- 
creafe,  will  neat  about  10  1.  fterling  per  hogfhead. 

16000  hogflieads,  at  10I.  fterling  per  hogfhead,  is 


160000 


The  rum  produced,  in  the  ufual  proportion,  from  the 
above  fugar,  will  be  fomething  lefs  than  10000 
hogfheads.  This  rum,  according  to  the  ufual  calcu¬ 
lation  of  planters,  is  not  more  than  fufticient  to 
pay  the  annual  expences  of  the  eftates;  on  the 
contrary  the  purchafe  of  flaves,  flock,  and  ether 
contingent  expences,  will  occafion  even  a  deducti¬ 
on  from  the  fuppofed  profits  arifing  from  the  fugar, 
fo  that  the  neat  proceeds  will  lcarcely  amount  to  5 
per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  $ nncipal. 

1. 


(E.  Pag$ 
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(E.  Page  23.)  Charges  on  a  flogfliead  of  Sugar,  weighing 
12  cwt.  neat,  and  fold  at  25  s.  per  cwt. 


Cuftom  at  6  s.  3  *  d.  per  cwt. 

Freight  at  3  s.  6  d. 

Lighterage  and  wharfage 


Landing,  hoafing,  and  weighing. 
Cooperage  and  landwaiter 


Primage,  Dover  and  Ramsgate  duties,  and  trade, 

Warehouie  rent,  8  weeks,  - .  - _ 

Brokerage,  \  per  cent.  - — -  . 

Commiffion,  2  ~  per  cent.  — . — - 


Neat  proceeds 


I. 

s. 

d. 

3 

1 1 

2 

02 

00 

0 

CI 

CO 

0 

01 

00 

0 

00 

09 

0 

• 

1 0 

10 

0 

02 

00 

>  0 

01 

06 

0 

°7 

06 

6 

1 2 

06 

8 

07 

06 

£'  *5 

00 

00 

Infurance  generally  2  §  per  cent,  in  time  of  peace. 


(  F.  Pii2;e  26.)  A  Recapitulation  and  Illuftration  of  the 
feveral  Advantages  to  be  enjoyed  from  Settlements  efta- 
bliflied  in  our  New  Weft  India  Colonies. 

I  have,  under  article  B,  Page  44,  formed  fome^  calculation  of 
the  expences  of  fettling  a  fugar  eflate  of  500  acres  in  a  new  colo¬ 
ny.  But  it  was  not  neceffary  in  that  place  to  fay  any  thing  of  the 
produce  or  profits  that  might  afterwards  arife  from  it.  But  it  may 
be  now  proper  to  remark  that  fuch  an  efiate  fo  furnifhed  with 
flaves,  cattle  and  buildings,  in  an  ifiand  where  the  lands  aie  new 
and  fertile,  and  the  rains  frequent,  cannot  tail  to  produce  a  noble 
income,  1  think  it  would  be  capable  of  affording  annually  from 
three  to  four  hundred  hogfheads  of  fugar,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  rum ;  efpecially  as  this  laid  commodity  is  made  to  greatefi  ad* 
vantage  where  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  much  molofies  is 
drained  from  the  fugar.  The  value  of  this  fugar  and  rum,  at  a 
moderate  calculation,  will  appear  to  amount  to  a  very  great  inter- 
ell  upon  the  capital  laid  out,  which  will  be  found  to  bring  in  more 
profit  than  five  times  that  lum  expended  in  our  old  colonies.  It 
is  well  known  that  in  St.  Kitts,  altho’  fubjedt  to  dry  weather, 
at  100 1.  fterling  per  acre  ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
an  acre  in  a  new  colony  may  with  proper  management  be  cleaied 
for  lefs  than  20 1,  after  deducting  every  expence,  and  allowing 
even  for  the  mortality  of  flaves.  Befides,  great  fatisfaaio.n  mult 
accrue  to  a  planter  in  new  colonies  from  the  certainty  of  his  crops, 
oppofed  to  the  consideration  of  the  precarioufnefs  of  them,  in  old 
ones.  But  thefe  are  not  the  only  advantages  that  will  be  enjoyed  ; 
for  the  plantation  may  be  worked  with  halt  the  number  of  negroes 
and  expence  that  would  be  required  upon  lands,  impoverished,  and 
frequently  planted  and  manured.  Moreover  the  provifions  re* 
eularly  yielded  on  moift  and  good  grounds  mull  greatly  lel- 
ien  the  coft  of  feeding  and  fupporting  the  flaves.  The  conveni¬ 
ences  and  comforts  will  from  hence  be  even  great  to  the  white  in¬ 
habitants  ;  for  all  manner  of  herbs,  garden-fluff,  and  Iruits,  o 
difficu  t  to  be  raifed  in  our  former  dry  iflands,  may  here  be  pro¬ 
cured  with  little  trouble.  The  rivulets  alfo  will  afford  good  itore 
ot  frtfh  fifh,  and  the  luxuriency  of  the  pafturage  great  plenty  of 
beef,  mutton,  &c.  at  moderate  prices ;  whereas  thefe  articles  in 
our  old  colonies  are  become  extremely  dear,  and  ditncglt  to  be 
maintained  at  any  rate. 


[  53  ] 

(G.  Page  31.) 


/ 

Altho  I  have  under  the  article  B,  Page  44,  formed  afair  and  rea- 
fonahle  calculation  of  the  expence  and  progrefs  of  eftablifhing  a 
fugar  plantation,  yet  this  eftimate  and  method  of  proceeding  is  by 
no  means  neeeffary  or  fuitable  to  perfons  of  much  caution  and 
fmall  fortune ;  on  the  contrary  thefo  laft  may  profecute  another 
plan  full  as  advantageous,  and  with  lefs  hazard  and  expence  of 
mony.  It  is  by  no  means  effential  at  prefent  to  point  out  all  the 
particular  and  various  ileps  proper  to  be  taken  for  this  end.  But 
in  general  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  it  may  be  bell  accom- 
plifhed  by  rifquing  few  negroes  at  the  firlt  out-fetl,  and  erett- 
ing  temporary  huts  and  buildings  at  little  coft,  and  then  (af¬ 
ter  planting  the  neeeffary  provifions,  and  providing  careful¬ 
ly  for  the  fick)  immediately  applying  to  the  culture  of  cotton, 
coffee,  cocoa,  or  indigo,  articles  which  afford  good  and  fpeedy 
profit,  yet  require  but  few  flaves,  and  little  expence  of  building,  in 
order  to  raife  and  manufacture  them.  It  is  evident,  that,  by  this 
and  ffmilar  means,  confiderable  effates  may  be  gradually  eftablifh- 
ed  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  which  will  not  only  be  annually  improving 
and  reimburfing  the  moneys  expended  upon  them,  but  may  more¬ 
over  be  converted  afterwards  into  fugar  plantations;  or,  if  the  pro¬ 
prietors  fhould  be  difpofed  to  part  with  them,  might  probably  be 
fold  for  four  or  five  hundred  per  cent,  advantage.  Many  perfons, 
alarmed  with  the  difficulties  of  beginning  a  new  fettlement,  will 
yet  be  defirous  of  purchafing  a  few  years  hence  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  but  that  lands  will  rife  very  highly  in  their  value,  as 
foon  as  time  (hall  draw  up  the  curtain,  and  open  a  fair  profpedl  of 
fuccefs. 


F  I  N  J  S. 
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